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Applicant Eligibility
• Must be an agricultural producer or rural small 

business
• Individuals must be U.S. citizens or legal permanent 

residents of the U.S.   
• Entities must be at least 51 percent owned by 

individuals who are either U.S. citizens or legal 
permanent residents of the U.S.

• Applicants are ineligible if, the applicant has an 
outstanding judgment obtained by U.S. in Federal 
Court, is delinquent in payment of federal income 
taxes, or is delinquent on a federal debt

• A grant applicant must demonstrate financial need
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Definitions
• Agricultural Producer -- An individual or entity directly 

engaged in the production of agricultural products 
(including farming or ranching) that gain 50% or more of 
their gross income from the operations

• Small Business – A private entity including a sole 
proprietorship, partnership, corporation, cooperative 
(including most Rural Electric Cooperatives), and 
certain other electric utilities

• Must meet SBA size standards for small business 
http://www.sba.gov/size/index.html

• Non-profits excluded

* Actual Definitions available in 7 CFR Part 4280

http://www.sba.gov/size/index.html
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Formula for 50% of Ag Income

Line 11 of Schedule F
divided by        

Line 22 of form 1040) 
+ (Line 35 of Schedule F)
+ (Line 28 and 30 of Schedule C)



Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Program: 
Farm Bill Section 9006

RE-EE FY 2006

Project Eligibility
• Must be for the purchase of a renewable energy system

or make energy efficiency improvements
• Must be for a pre-commercial or commercially available 

and replicable technology (No research, development, 
land acquisition or crop production)

• Must have technical merit
• Must be located in a rural area
• Must have sufficient revenues to provide for operation 

and maintenance 

*    The applicant must be the owner of the project and control the revenues 
and expenses of the project, including operation and maintenance



Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Program: 
Farm Bill Section 9006

RE-EE FY 2006

• Post application purchase 
& installation of equipment,
except agricultural tillage equipment and 
vehicles

• Post application 
construction or project 
improvements, except residential

• Energy audits or 
assessments

• Permit fees
• Professional service fees, 

except for application preparation

• Feasibility studies
• Business plans
• Retrofitting
• Construction of a new 

facility – same purpose, same
size, based upon energy audit 
provides more energy savings than 
improving an existing facility

• Working Capital *
• Land Acquisition *             
* Guaranteed Loan Only

What Are Eligible Costs?

Only costs identified in the energy audit for energy 
efficiency improvements are allowed. (EE)
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Matching Funds
• Applicant must provide at least 75% of 

eligible project costs to complete the project
– Applicant in-kind or other federal grant awards 

cannot be used to meet 75% match requirement
– Third-party in-kind contributions allowed, but will 

be limited to 10% of the 75% match requirement
– Third party in-kind contributions are acceptable 

within accordance with 7 CFR part 3015
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Thresholds
Amount of Financial Assistance Renewable Energy 

(RE)
Energy Efficiency

(EE)

Description A system that PRODUCES or 
produces and delivers 
usable energy from a 

renewable energy sources.

Improvements to a facility, 
building, or process that 

reduces energy 
consumption

Minimum grant
(up to 25% of total eligible project costs)

$2,500
Minimum total eligible

project costs of $10,000

$1,500
Minimum total eligible
project costs of $6,000

Maximum grant
(up to 25% of total eligible project costs)

$500,000 $250,000

Maximum grants per 
applicant per fiscal year

$750,000
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Thresholds
Amount of Financial Assistance Renewable Energy 

(RE)
Energy Efficiency

(EE)

Minimum guaranteed loan
(No more than 50% of total eligible 
project costs)

$5,000 $5,000

Maximum guaranteed loan
(No more than 50% of total eligible 
project costs)

$10 million $10 million

Minimum grant portion 
(of the combined funding request)

$1,500 $1,500

Maximum combination grant 
and guaranteed loan (No more 
than 50% of total eligible project costs)

$10 million
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Thresholds
Amount of Financial Assistance Renewable Energy 

(RE)
Energy Efficiency

(EE)

Maximum total amount of 
loans guaranteed to any one 
borrower

$10 million

Cash equity evidence by 
borrower – guaranteed loan

If guaranteed loan = or < $600,000 
Not less than 15% of eligible project costs
If guaranteed loan > $600,000 
Not less than 25% of eligible project costs

Maximum % of guarantee = or < $600,000 85%
80%
70%

> $600,000 & = or < $5 million
> $5 million & = or < $10 million
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Thresholds
Technical Requirements Renewable Energy 

(RE)
Energy Efficiency

(EE)

Energy audit or energy assessment 
required?

No Yes

Energy assessment or energy audit 
required – conducted by energy 
assessor or an energy auditor

NA = or < $50,000

Energy audit required – conducted 
by or reviewed by energy auditor

NA > $50,000

= or < $200,000Technical Report – Appendix A
Commercial technology

= or < $200,000
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Thresholds
Technical Requirements Renewable Energy 

(RE)
Energy Efficiency

(EE)

Full technical report – Appendix B
Pre-commercial or Commercial Technology

> $200,000 > $200,000

Licensed PE requirement – Require a 
design review, installation monitoring, 
testing prior to commercial operation, and 
project completion certification by PE

> $400,000 > $200,00

Technical report reviewed with an 
opinion and recommendation by a 
qualified independent third party

> $1,200,000 > $1,200,000

> $200,000RE – Business level feasibility study > $200,000
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Highest Points Possible - Grant

Energy Replacement – 110 (RE)
Energy Savings – 115 (EE)
Energy Generation – 105 (RE)

Go for Maximum Points (Scoring Criteria)
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Scoring Sheet Criteria #1 (i)
Scoring Renewable Energy 

(RE)
Energy 

Efficiency
(EE)

Points 
Awarded

Energy replacement
(#1 (i))

> 0 but = or < 25% NA 5

(self use) > 25% but = or < 50% NA 10
(NREL opinion) > 50% NA 15
Renewable energy project and energy is primarily for self use.

EXAMPLE:  Utility bills for last 12 months shows usage of 20,000 kWh.  Energy
projection for new system shows proposed 12 month usage of 15,000 kWh.  
Quantity of energy replaced 15,000/20,000 or 75%

Attach the documentation to the score sheet,
along with your calculation – and tab it #1.
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Scoring Sheet Criteria #1 (ii)
Scoring Renewable 

Energy (RE)
Energy Efficiency

(EE)
Points 

Awarded

Energy savings 
(#1 (ii))

NA 20% up to but not 
including 30%

5

(energy efficiency) NA 30% up to but not 
including 35%

10

(NREL opinion) NA 35% or greater 15
Additional points NA Total eligible project 

costs of $50,000 or 
less and opts for 

Energy Audit

5
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Scoring Sheet Criteria #1 (ii) (Continued)

Energy efficiency project 
Energy audit or energy assessment must verify this information.

EXAMPLE:  Utility bills for last 12 months shows usage of 20,000
kWh.  Energy use projected for a more energy efficient system 
shows proposed 12 month usage of 7,000 kWh.  Quantity of energy 
saved is 13,000/20,000 or 65%.

Have the energy auditor or assessor show this calculation in their report.

Attach the documentation to the score sheet,
along with your calculation – and tab it #1.
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Scoring Sheet Criteria #1 (iii)
Scoring Renewable Energy 

(RE)
Energy Efficiency

(EE)
Points 

Awarded

Energy generation
(#1 (iii))

Intended primarily 
for production of 
energy for sale

NA 10

Renewable energy project and is energy primarily for sale.  
Provide a statement and documentation regarding the sale
of the energy, who you will be selling the energy to, and the
progress of the agreements to finalize the transaction.

Attach the documentation to the score sheet,
along with your calculation – and tab it #1.
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Scoring Sheet Criteria #2
Scoring Renewable Energy 

(RE)
Energy Efficiency

(EE)
Points 

Awarded

Environmental 
benefits (#2)

System contributes to the 
environmental goals and objectives of 
other Federal, State or local programs

10

If the project meets the goals of another Federal, State, or local program
Attach information about that program and a letter or other document
from the agency or entity which handles the program that clearly states 
the proposed project meets the goals of its program.

Attach the documentation to the score sheet,
along with your calculation – and tab it #2.
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Scoring Sheet Criteria #3
Scoring Renewable Energy 

(RE)
Energy Efficiency

(EE)
Points 

Awarded

Commercial 
availability (#3)

Currently commercially available 
and replicable

5

Currently commercially available and 
replicable with 5-year or longer warranty

10

Commercially Available - Offered or manufactured as a product line and 
spare parts routinely available from the manufacturer
Pre-Commercial - At least one commercial unit in operation for at least 
1 full year in the U.S

Attach the documentation to the score sheet,
along with your calculation – and tab it #3.
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Scoring Sheet Criteria #4
Technical Merit Score (35 points)
• The contents of the Technical report will substantiate

the score for technical merit. 
• Technical experts (coordinated by NREL) will make the

final point determination for this criteria.
• 10 parts to the technical report
• Total eligible project costs

– if $200,000 or less use Appendix A guidelines,
– if > $200,000, use Appendix B.
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Scoring Sheet Criteria #4 (Technical Merit)
Qualifications of the project team 10 % Score

Agreements and Permits 5 % Score

Energy or Resource Assessment 10 % Score

Design and Engineering 30 % Score

Project Development Schedule 5 % Score

Project Economic Assessment 20 % Score

Equipment Procurement 5 % Score

Equipment Installation 5 % Score

Operations and Maintenance 5 % Score

Decommissioning 5 % Score

Each of 10 scores are added 
to get total score awarded.



Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Program: 
Farm Bill Section 9006

RE-EE FY 2006

Scoring Sheet Criteria #4
Technical Merit - If the description - - - Percentage Awarded

Has no significant weaknesses and exceeds the 
requirements of the paragraph

100%

Has one or more significant strengths, and meets the 
requirements of the paragraph

80%

Meets the basic requirements of the paragraph but also 
has several weaknesses

60%

Is lacking in one or more critical aspects, key issues have 
not been addressed, but the description demonstrates 
some merit or strengths

40%

Has serious deficiencies, internal inconsistencies or is 
missing information

20%

Has no merit in this area 0%
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Scoring Sheet Criteria # 4 (EXAMPLE)
Subparagraph % of Total Ind. Score Score
Qualifications of the project team 10 80% 8
Agreements and Permits 5 60% 3
Energy or Resource Assessment 10 80% 8
Design and Engineering 30 60% 18
Project Development Schedule 5 60% 3

Project Economic Assessment 20 40% 8
Equipment Procurement 5 40% 2
Equipment Installation 5 40% 2
Operations and Maintenance 5 60% 3
Decommissioning 5 60% 3

Total 100 58
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Scoring Sheet Criteria #4 (Example)
Technical Merit allocation = 35 points

Total Score Awarded ___?___ = ______ X 35 total possible points =      
Total Possible Score        100

58 =  .58  x  35  =   
100

Technical 
Merit 
Score

20.3

Attach the documentation to the score sheet,
along with your calculation – and tab it #4.
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Scoring Sheet Criteria #5
Scoring Renewable 

Energy (RE)
Energy Efficiency

(EE)
Points 

Awarded

Readiness 50% up to but not including 75% 5
(grants only) 75% up to but not including 100% 10

100% of the matching funds 15

If the applicant has written commitments, prior to the 
Agency receiving the complete application, from the 
source(s) confirming the commitment.

Attach the documentation to the score sheet,
along with your calculation – and tab it #5.
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Scoring Sheet Criteria #6
Scoring Renewable 

Energy (RE)
Energy Efficiency

(EE)
Points 

Awarded

Small ag producer < $600,000 gross income 5
< $200,000 gross income 10

OR

Very small business < $1,000,000 gross annual receipts and 
< 15 employees

10

Ag producer = Schedule F (Form 1040) Part I Sum 3 and 4.
Business = Form 1120, 1120S or 1165 Part E (1)(a).

Attach the documentation to the score sheet,
along with your calculation – and tab it #6.
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Scoring Sheet Criteria #7 and #8
Scoring Renewable 

Energy (RE)
Energy Efficiency

(EE)
Points 

Awarded

Simplified application
(#7)

< $200,000 total eligible project costs 5

Previous grantees 
and borrowers
(#8)

Has not been awarded a grant or loan 
under this program in the last 2 years

5

Attach the documentation to the score sheet, along 
with your calculation – and tab it #7 or #8.
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Scoring Sheet Criteria #9
Scoring Renewable 

Energy (RE)
Energy Efficiency

(EE)
Points 

Awarded

Return on Less than 4 years 10
Investment (#9) 4 years up to but not including 8 years 4

(NREL determines) 8 years up to 11 years 2

EXAMPLE:  The calculation (simplified method) Total project cost = 
$2,490,430 and 1st year income = $307,451

Attach the documentation to the score sheet, along 
with your calculation – and tab it #9.

1.8
451,307$

$2,490,430 
incom enet 

costs elig ible to tal
==
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Scoring Sheet Criteria #10

Scoring Renewable Energy 
(RE)

Energy Efficiency
(EE)

Points 
Awarded

Loan rate Below prime rate plus 1.5 percent 5

(guaranteed loan only) Below prime rate plus 1.0 percent 10

Attach the documentation to the score sheet,
along with your calculation – and tab it #10.
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Application
Application Process Total eligible project costs

Simplified grant application criteria and 
procedures

$200,000 or less

Applicant certification of financial need  *** $200,000 or less
Guaranteed loans - Reduced application and 
documentation

= or < $600,000

Guaranteed loans – Full application and 
documentation

> $600,000

Form required – Exhibit A-1, 1940-Q Grants greater than $100,000
Guaranteed loan – Appraisal = or < $600,000 (summary)

> $600,000 (self-contained)

*** Must be supportable
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When are FY 2006 Grant Applications Due?

• Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) has yet to be 
announced; however, detailed information about the 
application procedures and program requirements can 
be viewed on the USDA Rural Development website at: 
www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/farmbill/

• More information and assistance available from your 
Kansas Rural Development Area Specialists or State 
Energy Coordinator.

http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/farmbill/
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Contacts
AREA OFFICE 1
Jeff Schminke, Area Specialist
USDA Rural Development
2615 Farm Bureau Road
Manhattan, Kansas  66502
Phone:  (785) 776-7582
Fax:       (785)539-2733
jeff.schminke@ks.usda.gov

STATE OFFICE 
F. Martin Fee, Energy Coordinator
USDA Rural Development
1303 SW First American Place 
Suite 100
Topeka, Kansas  66604-4040
Phone:  (785) 271-2744
Fax:       (785) 271-2771
martin.fee@ks.usda.gov
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Contacts (continued)

AREA OFFICE 2
Randy Snider, Area Specialist
USDA Rural Development
202 W. Miller Road
Iola, Kansas 66749
Phone:  (620) 365-2901
Fax:      (620) 365-5785
randy.snider@ks.usda.gov

AREA OFFICE 3
Brandon Prough, Area Specialist
USDA Rural Development
2715 Canterbury Road
Hays, Kansas 67601
Phone:  (785) 628-3081
Fax:      (785) 625-6065
brandon.prough@ks.usda.gov
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Area Office Contacts
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Filling out the Grant Application
• Required Forms

– Can download all the forms at:
• http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/farmbill/9006form.html

• SF-424: Application for Federal Assistance
– Organizational DUNS (Dun and Bradstreet Universal Numbering System)

– Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Number is 10.775

– Is application subject to review per Executive Order 12372?
• Yes, requires intergovernmental consultation with state and local 

officials
• Contact your state USDA rural energy coordinator for details 
• Can submit at same time that you send in application

http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/farmbill/9006form.html
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Application Requirements

• Must meet eligibility requirements for:
– Applicant - Project
– Financial Need - Replicability
– Complete application

• To qualify for funding, the application will also 
have to pass: 
– Technical Review (National Renewable Energy Lab)
– National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Review
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Required Elements
• Application (Template)

– Title Page
– Table of Contents 
– Project Summary
– Eligibility
– Agricultural producer/small business information

• Business/farm/ranch operation
• Management
• Financial information
• Production information for renewable energy system projects
• Business market information for renewable energy system projects
• Dun and Bradstreet Numbering System (DUNS) number
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Required for RE-EE Application
• Employer Identification Number

– IRS form SS-4
– www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fss4.pdf

• DUNS Number
– www.dnb.com
– Click on ‘Get a D&B D-U-N-S Number’
– Click on ‘For US Government Contractors, Vendors and 

Grant Recipients’
– Click on ‘Start New Registration’
– In pop-up window, click on ‘Click here’

http://www.dnb.com/
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Required Elements (Continued)

• Documentation
– Forms
– Certifications

• Copy of bank statement or confirmed funding commitment 
from the funding source

– Agreements
• Letter of intent to purchase power or power purchase 

agreement (RE)
• Letter of intent for an interconnection agreement or an 

interconnection agreement (RE)
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Required Elements (Continued)

• Documentation (Continued)

– Intergovernmental consultation comments
– Certification indicating whether or not there is a 

known relationship or association with an Agency 
employee.

– Environmental 
• Review Complete Form RD 1940-20, “Request for 

Environmental Information”
• Contact our Area Office after you know what you want to 

do and where it will be.
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Required Elements (Continued)

• Documentation (Continued)

– Feasibility study for renewable energy systems
• Must be project specific and prepared by qualified 

independent consultant (except for grant requests of 
$50,000 or less)

• Must include an analysis of the market, financial, 
economic, technical, and management feasibility of the 
proposed project

• Must include an opinion and a recommendation by the 
independent consultant (> $1,200,000)
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Required Elements (Continued)

• Documentation (Continued)
– Technical requirements reports

• Must follow the specified technology or energy efficiency 
requirements 

• Technical requirements are based on type and size of 
technology.

• All requirements follow the same standard project 
development process which is available at 
www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/farmbill/ under “Tool and 
Resources.”

– Applicant Scoring Sheet (Self-evaluation, submittal 
is not required)

http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/farmbill/
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Application Submittal

• Must submit two copies of the application 
to the USDA Rural Development State 
Office at:

USDA Rural Development
Business and Community Programs

1303 SW First American Place, Suite 100
Topeka, KS  66604-4040

Route all applications through USDA 
Rural Development Area Offices.
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Section 9006: FY 2003 and 2004 Awards
Technology 2003 2004

Digesters $       7,446,530 $       9,508,946 

Bioenergy $       2,529,005 $       3,136,132 

EE Buildings $         262,037 $       1,635,799 

EE Industrial $       1,242,215 $         177,175 

Geothermal $         285,353 

Hybrid $       2,112,977 $         126,992 

Solar $         725,566 $           54,822 

Wind, large $       6,701,769 $       7,301,540 

Wind, small $         187,134 $         585,290 

TOTAL $     21,207,233 $     22,812,049 

Completed 2003 Projects

Not to scale
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Online Information

• Web site for the USDA Farm Bill Section 9006:
– http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/farmbill

• Web site includes a range of useful information: 
• 2006 Notice of Funds Availability (Forthcoming)

– Overview of Program
– USDA RD Area Specialists
– Tools and Resources
– Section 9006 Forms (Standard Government Application Forms)
– “Other Links” to resources for these technologies

http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/farmbill
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Tools and Resources

• Support materials are available on the USDA 
web site including:
– Section 9006 Program Brochure (PDF)
– Technology-specific Guidance for Technical 

Requirements 
– Environmental Guidance
– Sample Application (PDF)
– Overview Presentation (PDF)
– Links to external resources
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For More Information

• Contact your USDA Rural Development Area 
Specialists
– Information on eligibility and program details
– Assistance with filling out applications
– Advance action on environmental reviews
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